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UNU Fellowships for India at the UNU Geothermal Training Programme 

General status and conditions 
 
The specialized 6 months training at the UNU Geothermal Training Programme (UNU-GTP) aims at 
assisting developing countries with geothermal potential to build up groups of specialists that cover most 
aspects of geothermal exploration and development. The hallmark of the training is to give university 
graduates engaged in geothermal work very intensive on-the-job training in their chosen fields of 
specialization. The trainees work side by side with geothermal professionals in Iceland, from institutions 
and companies engaged in geothermal research and development. The training, which is conducted in 
English, is given in 8 different lines of study, including Geothermal Geology, Geophysical Exploration, 
Chemistry of Thermal Fluids, Environmental Studies, Drilling Technology, Reservoir Engineering and 
Borehole Geophysics, Geothermal Utilization / Engineering, and Project Management and Finances. 
Each trainee attends one specialized course. The training is tailor-made for the individual and the needs 
of his institution/country. 
 
Generally, candidates for a UNU Fellowship in geothermal training must have a permanent position at 
a governmental energy company, research institution or university and be formally nominated for 
training by these. They must have a university degree in science (geology, geophysics, geochemistry, 
etc.), engineering, environmental studies, project management, economics etc., as relevant for the 
particular study lines, and, when possible, they should have at least one year’s practical experience in 
geothermal work. Candidates should be under 40 years of age, although exceptions can be made for the 
Project Management and Finances study line. 
 
All candidates for training need to go through a private interview carried out by a staff member or other 
formal representatives of the UNU-GTP. Based on the results of the interview, the final selection of 
candidates to participate in the training is made by the study council of the UNU-GTP, should they find 
that the country, institution and candidate fulfil the objectives of UNU-GTP. 
 
The UNU Fellowship covers tuition, per diem and international travel, i.e. all the costs for each 
individual associated with the training in Iceland, and is financed by the Government of Iceland. During 
the last few years the Government of Iceland has annually financed 18-20 UNU Fellowships in 
geothermal training, while, recently, 5-15 annual additional UNU Fellowships have been awarded based 
on special sponsorships from others.  The fee for Fellows sponsored by others is 45,000 USD per person, 
all inclusive. 
 
Gender issues are important for the United Nations University as other institutions of the United Nations. 
This is in line with the general aims of the UN and the Government of Iceland to further the education 
of women in the developing countries. It is therefore important to nominate women as well as men for 
the training at the UNU-GTP. 
 
Finally, UNU fellows who do well during the 6 months training in Iceland have a possibility to apply 
for a UNU Fellowship for MSc studies, arranged in cooperation with the two leading universities in 
Iceland:  University of Iceland and Reykjavík University. The 6 months training is an integral part of 
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the requirements for a UNU MSc Fellowship and accounts for up to a quarter of the necessary credits 
(30 ECTS units out of the 120 required). 
 
Cooperative institutions from India and UNU Fellowships 
 
In principle, the UNU-GTP is ready to accept candidates from India for training during the next few 
years to go hand in hand with the exploration and development of the geothermal resources of India. 
For this purpose, the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy in India (MNRE) needs to select the proper 
institutions for cooperation with the UNU-GTP. These should be entities responsible for further 
geothermal exploration and development in India, and active in the Indian states where geothermal has 
a realistic chance of contributing significantly to the increased use of renewable energy sources. It is 
important that this selection is, to begin with, limited to a few (2-3) cooperative partners (institutions 
and states) to be able to build up active groups of experts that are working together in projects towards 
a common goal. In nominating candidates for training it is also preferable to look a little bit to the future, 
as interviews cannot be carried out in selected countries every year. Therefore, it is recommended that 
about 15-20 candidates be nominated for the training with varying education and background, so they 
are eligible for different lines of study. Information on the content of the different study lines can be 
found at the website of the UNU-GTP (www.unugtp.is). On receiving the nominations of the candidates, 
accompanied with a CV for each individual, the UNU-GTP will arrange a site visit to India, to visit the 
relevant institutions and assess their status and the potential for geothermal development and to 
interview the nominated candidates. The site visit will be carried out before candidates will be selected 
for training in 2018. 
 
Award of UNU Fellowships will be based on the results of the site visit, i.e. the assessment of plans for 
geothermal development, the choice of institutions and candidates, and finally on the results of the 
interviews. If India goes ahead with its plans for geothermal development, and taking into account the 
total number of available UNU Fellowship for geothermal training, it can be expected that for India this 
could mean the award of 1-2 UNU Fellowships per year, with additional ones possible if independent 
funding can be provided or found. 
 
 
 

With best regards, 

 
Ingimar G. Haraldsson,  

Deputy Director, UNU-GTP 
 

 
 


